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Abstract 

The Zargelin Mathematical Chain (ZMC) is a novel computational method poised to revolutionize basic 

arithmetic operations including addition, subtraction, and multiplication. This paper delves into the core 

principles of ZMC, underscoring its novel approach to digit manipulation and the sequencing of operations. 

Unlike conventional methods, ZMC engages with only two digits at a time, regardless of the number's 

length, allowing for swift and straightforward calculations. The method’s adaptability to various 

multiplication operations, independence from multiplication tables, and the ability to produce results 

progressively before the completion of the entire process, makes it an attractive alternative to traditional 

arithmetic. Additionally, ZMC boasts the capacity to perform calculations in real-time without waiting for 

all numbers to be known, providing immediate results which could be particularly beneficial in 

computational algorithms. The prerequisites for employing ZMC are minimal, making it accessible to a 

wide audience, including those with basic numeracy skills. This comparative analysis aims to showcase the 

potential educational and practical advantages of ZMC in fostering a deeper understanding of mathematics. 
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reduction, infinite calculation, real-time calculation, parallel processing. 

Introduction 

In an age where immediacy is paramount, the traditional arithmetic methods, honed over centuries, are being 

revisited. The rise of electronic calculators and computer algorithms has significantly altered the numerical 

computation landscape, offering rapid processing and user-friendly interfaces. Yet, this digital dependency 

has also sparked a movement towards developing methods that bolster mental arithmetic and intuitive 

numerical understanding without the crutch of technology [1][2]. 

Enter the Zargelin Mathematical Chain (ZMC), a novel approach that proposes a refined arithmetic process. 

By systematically addressing two digits at a time, ZMC provides a graceful solution to the often 

cumbersome traditional calculations. Academic discourse reveals a consistent drive towards methods that 

not only expedite calculations but also simplify them, thereby rendering arithmetic more accessible to the 

layperson and student alike [3][4]. 
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Scholarly work has underscored the benefits of reducing cognitive load, thereby expediting the 

computational process—a principle central to ZMC's philosophy [5]. The method's two-digit focus aligns 

with research advocating for smaller, more digestible units of information to enhance learning and reduce 

errors [6]. This innovative approach mirrors the simplicity of ancient tools like the abacus, yet it is distinct 

in its application and potential impact on contemporary education and mental arithmetic [7]. 

This paper explores the operational details of the Zargelin Mathematical Chain (ZMC), evaluating its 

effectiveness over a range of computational tasks and its potential to redefine arithmetic education. 

Moreover, the foundational concepts of ZMC may serve as the cornerstone for numerous scholarly articles 

and patents. Notably, it aligns with the established RealFlow Multiplier Algorithm (RFMA), which is 

registered as professional patent in the USA, showcasing the practical applications and formal recognition 

of the methods discussed herein. 

Methodology of the Zargelin Mathematical Chain (ZMC) 

The Zargelin Mathematical Chain (ZMC) offers a structured and sequential approach to arithmetic 

operations, aiming to enhance computational fluency beyond rote learning. Central to the ZMC 

methodology is the formation of a 'chain,' a conceptual sequence where digits are grouped into 'rings.' These 

rings represent the position of each digit within the number and serve as a foundation for applying the ZMC's 

arithmetic rules. The process begins with the leftmost digit and continues systematically to the right, 

ensuring a meticulous application of operations across the chain. The ZMC's precision in digit interaction 

and its strategic carry-over approach facilitate an efficient and manageable breakdown of complex 

arithmetic tasks. 

In practice, ZMC's methodology is tailored to specific arithmetic processes, with particular strategies 

delineated for multiplication, division, addition, and subtraction. Multiplication benefits from the 

organization of digits within the chain, allowing for streamlined calculations. Division, similarly, follows a 

logical structure within the ZMC framework, with additional rules to effectively manage remainders. 

Addition and subtraction under ZMC capitalize on sequential processing, enabling calculations in real-time 

and through parallel computation, thus demonstrating the method's adaptability to diverse mathematical 

scenarios. 

 

The revolutionary aspect of ZMC is its potential for educational transformation. By focusing on the 

understanding of operations and reducing dependence on traditional methods, ZMC fosters a deeper 

cognitive engagement with mathematics. The methodology section of this paper will be categorized into 
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four distinct parts, aligning with the types of operations to provide a comprehensive exploration of ZMC's 

capabilities. Additionally, the potential extension of ZMC to include powers, roots and more may further 

broaden the scope and applicability of this innovative method, indicating its significant advancement in the 

realm of computational mathematics. 

Multiplication Methodology Using ZMC 

The Zargelin Mathematical Chain (ZMC) revolutionizes multiplication within educational settings by 

implementing specific rules for each digit of the multiplicand, ranging from 0 to 12. This innovative 

framework allows for real-time, parallel calculations, moving away from the traditional rote memorization 

of multiplication tables. ZMC's digit-by-digit approach, which adheres to cognitive load theory, significantly 

reduces student anxiety by simplifying complex calculations into manageable two-digit interactions. As a 

result, students gain immediate feedback and can engage logically with the relationships between digits, 

fostering a natural and intuitive flow of calculation. This precise rule-based structure for each digit enhances 

learning efficiency and ensures a clear, strategic approach to multiplication, making ZMC an invaluable tool 

for enhancing mathematical proficiency. 

Figure 1 depicts the structure of the Zargelin Mathematical Chain (ZMC) for multiplication, organizing 

digits into interconnected 'rings' or 'chain links.  The number of chain links exceeds the digits in the 

multiplier by one, and the process begins with the leftmost digit in the first chain link, moving sequentially. 

Mid-chain links process two digits simultaneously for efficient computation, while the final chain link 

circles back to a single digit. This method ensures a clear flow of multiplication, with each step building 

upon the previous and carrying over any excess digit as necessary, showcasing the ZMC's systematic 

approach. Additionally, the methodology highlights the importance of carrying the tenth digit from the result 

of each chain link, a critical step that ensures the integrity and accuracy of the final product. This 

diagrammatic representation serves as a visual guide to the ZMC, providing an at-a-glance understanding 

of the multiplication process as dictated by the ZMC's unique algorithmic rules. 
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FIG. 1 ZMC General Rule 

 

Case 1: Single-Digit of the multiplicand 

ZMC delineates its process into three primary sections. The beginning and the end are designed for single-

digit processing, while the central segment efficiently manages two-digit calculations. This modular 

approach is carefully orchestrated, where each step of the calculation corresponds to a particular part of the 

chain, ensuring a cohesive operation from start to finish It is important to note that within this framework, 

the numbers 10, 11, and 12 are treated as single digits, aligning with the ZMC’s streamlined approach to 

multiplication. 

Figure 2 illustrates a practical application of the Zargelin Mathematical Chain (ZMC) in the case of multi-

digit multiplication. The example provided demonstrates the multiplication of an 8-digit number by 11 using 

the ZMC approach. In this instance, the number is partitioned into chain links, with each link representing 

two adjacent digits from the original number, except for the first and last links which contain only one digit. 

The diagram shows how each pair of digits within the mid-chain links are added together, following the 

ZMC's rules for addition within the chain. The sum of the digits in each link then corresponds to a specific 

digit in the final product, with the sequence of these sums yielding the complete multiplication result. This 

visual representation effectively communicates the simplicity and efficiency of the ZMC method in handling 

complex multiplication problems, providing an intuitive and systematic approach to large-number 

arithmetic. 
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FIG. 2 ZMC – 11 Rule Example 

Figure 3 delineates the Zargelin Mathematical Chain (ZMC) method applied to a three-digit multiplication 

case, specifically multiplying the number 946 by 11. The image demonstrates how the ZMC simplifies the 

multiplication process through its chain link system. Here, each digit of the number 946 is contained within 

its own chain link, with the middle digit being shared between two links, signifying its dual role in the 

addition process within the ZMC structure. 

The calculation proceeds by adding the shared digit to its adjacent digits (9+4 and 4+6), followed by placing 

the non-shared digits (9 and 6) at the ends of the resulting number. It is important to note the carrying of the 

tenth digit in the ZMC method, as highlighted in the example. The sums of the digits in each link directly 

translate to the corresponding digits in the product, and where the sum exceeds a single digit, the ZMC 

mandates carrying over the excess to the next positional value. The final result of the multiplication is neatly 

summarized at the bottom, showcasing the ZMC's effectiveness in streamlining arithmetic calculations. 

Next paper, slated for publication in the upcoming volume of this journal, offers a comprehensive and 

detailed illustration of this particular case. 

 

FIG. 3 ZMC – 11 Rule Example 



 
 
 
 
Al academia journal for Basic and Applied Sciences (AJBAS) volume 5/No. 5 – December  

6 
 

Case2: Two-Digits or more of multiplicand 

When handling multiplicands with multiple digits in the Zargelin Mathematical Chain (ZMC), each digit is 

treated individually as if it were a single digit, following the methodology outlined for single-digit scenarios. 

This approach is applied in the appropriate row line for each digit of the multiplicand. 

In practice, for a given multiplicand, each digit is addressed on its own line, akin to traditional multiplication 

but aligned with the ZMC's systematic process. The calculation for each digit is conducted as if it were a 

standalone single-digit multiplicand, adhering to the specific rules and shifts dictated by the ZMC 

framework. These individual calculations are then cohesively integrated, with attention to the left-to-right 

shifting mechanism unique to ZMC.  

For example, if a multiplicand has three digits, each digit is processed separately on three different lines. 

The results of these calculations are then aligned and combined, taking into account any necessary shifts, 

particularly when dealing with 10, 11 and 12 or carry-overs from most left chain link. This methodical 

approach ensures that each digit's contribution to the final product is accurately represented, maintaining the 

precision and efficiency characteristic of the ZMC method. By treating each digit independently yet 

cohesively within the larger framework, ZMC effectively simplifies complex multiplication tasks, making 

it an invaluable asset in mathematical computation. 

Example: 5115 * 24 = ? 

To solve the example (5115 times 24) using the Zargelin Mathematical Chain (ZMC), we would first apply 

the ZMC rules to the individual digits 5 and 11, as indicated in the illustration. The ZMC approach simplifies 

multiplication by breaking it down into segments, each handled separately and then integrated. Since the 

digit 5 is repeated in the number 5115, it is processed only once for efficiency, and the results are then 

positioned according to the ZMC method. 

For the multiplication of 5115 by 24, we consider the 5 and the 11 separately. For 5 and 11, the ZMC rule 

applied would be as it is for a single digit. The results obtained from applying the chain to 5 and 11 are then 

placed in their corresponding positions, as per the ZMC positional rules. Finally, we sum the individual 

results, aligning them correctly to give us the final product of the multiplication. 

Remember, the ZMC process emphasizes the sequential handling of each digit and the appropriate shifting 

of results based on the position of the digits within the multiplicand. The advantage of this method is that it 

allows for a clear, stepwise approach to multiplication, especially useful in educational contexts where 

understanding the process is as important as the result. 
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Figure 4 illustrates the application of the Zargelin Mathematical Chain (ZMC) in a multi-multiplicand digit 

scenario, exemplified by the calculation of 5115 multiplied by 24. This example highlights ZMC's 

streamlined approach to complex multiplications, showcasing its effectiveness in processing and 

simplifying calculations involving larger numbers. 

 

 

FIG. 4 ZMC – multi-Multiplicand digits Example 

To find the final answer:  

1 2  0            first line of the result 5 * 24 

2  6  4        second line of the result 11 * 24.  

                                      1   2   0         third line of the result 5 * 24 just one right shifting 

                          1  2   2, 7  6  0         The final result 

Note that they are two right shifting in the second row because 11 is two digits 

 

Division Methodology Using ZMC 

To accomplish real-time calculations for divisors of infinite length using the Zargelin Mathematical Chain 

(ZMC), the method necessitates initiating the process with the leading digit of the divisor. As the digits of 

the divisor are entered sequentially, ZMC enables the immediate transcription of the corresponding result 

digits. This is facilitated by applying the ZMC rules and interacting with the cumulative result and the 

incoming digit to ascertain the subsequent result digit. The process continues seamlessly until the final digit 

is processed, which will determine the presence and size of any remainder. 

Figure 5 demonstrates the Zargelin Mathematical Chain (ZMC) applied to both multiplication and division 

using the number 11. The first example, 11 multiplied by 32, and its opposite operation, 352 divided by 11, 

are used to illustrate ZMC's rules for handling these fundamental arithmetic processes. This figure 

effectively showcases the adaptability and efficiency of ZMC in seamlessly transitioning between 

multiplication and division, providing a clear and methodical approach to both operations. 
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FIG. 5 ZMC – 11Multiplication and Division Rule Examples 

It is important to note that while most of the division rules within the ZMC framework have been established, 

a few remain under development to ensure comprehensive coverage and accuracy. These rules are pivotal 

for the ZMC's capability to handle divisions in a real-time and dynamic context. A detailed exposition of 

the division methodology, including the finalized and pending rules, will be elucidated in a forthcoming 

dedicated paper on the subject. This publication will provide in-depth insights into the division process, 

affirming ZMC's potential to transform arithmetic operations into a swift and efficient procedure.    

Addition and subtraction Methodology Using ZMC 

The Zargelin Mathematical Chain (ZMC) stands out in its handling of addition and subtraction, fundamental 

operations tailored for real-time and unlimited calculations. Key to ZMC's efficiency in these processes is 

its emphasis on prioritizing numbers by size in addition, and a focus on differentiating the number of digits 

and decimal points, particularly in subtraction. This approach not only simplifies calculations, reducing 

potential errors, but also enhances understanding in educational contexts. However, for ZMC to work 

effectively in real-time and handle unlimited numbers, it is essential to know the number of digits and 

decimal points in the second number before the calculation begins. This prerequisite is pivotal in refining 

ZMC as a comprehensive, efficient system for arithmetic operations, promising significant advancements 

in both computational algorithms and educational methodologies. 

Addition Methodology Using ZMC 

For infinite addition, ZMC requires the initial number's digit count and decimal position to be known. As 

the second number is entered digit by digit, the ZMC approach applies the chain link beginning with the 

most left digits, which are typically the smallest. The leftmost digit of the first chain link is immediately 

regarded as part of the result. If the first number is larger than the second, its remaining digits are populated 

in the left digits of subsequent chain links. In electronic computation, the numbers entered are reflected on 

the right side of the links, and the results are derived and written out in real time, continuing this way until 

the final digit. 
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Subtraction Methodology Using ZMC 

In the Zargelin Mathematical Chain (ZMC), subtraction is approached with a methodology parallel to 

addition, but it incorporates specific considerations for different scenarios: 

1. First Number Greater Than Second: In cases where the first number is larger than the second, the ZMC 

rule is directly applied, resulting in a positive outcome. 

2. First Number Smaller Than Second: When the first number is smaller, the result is inherently negative. 

To ascertain the absolute value of the difference, ZMC offers two strategies: 

   - Change Both Numbers: This method involves swapping the positions of the two numbers, executing the 

subtraction, and then affixing a negative sign to the outcome. 

   - Use Compliments: Alternatively, the compliment method, as outlined in ZMC, can be employed to 

determine the absolute value, ensuring accuracy in the subtraction process regardless of the size of the 

numbers involved. 

Both addition and subtraction with ZMC are designed to be straightforward and intuitive, allowing for 

immediate results and aligning with the objective of real-time processing for infinite numbers. The use of 

chain links in both operations simplifies the computational process, ensuring that results are quickly and 

accurately determined. These methodologies reinforce ZMC's innovative approach to arithmetic, preparing 

the ground for its broader application in various mathematical and practical contexts. In our upcoming paper, 

we will delve into the intricacies of addition and subtraction using the ZMC method, providing a detailed 

analysis and practical applications of these fundamental operations within the ZMC framework. 

 

Results 

1. Multiplication: The implementation of the Zargelin Mathematical Chain (ZMC) for multiplication has 

shown promising results. It functions effectively as a multiplier algorithm and has undergone extensive 

testing in educational and technological contexts. The method's unique approach to handling digits has 

demonstrated its potential as a viable tool for both teaching and computational purposes. 

2. Division: Testing of ZMC in division has covered a wide range of cases. While the method has shown 

potential, it still requires further refinement. The current research indicates areas for improvement in the 

division algorithm, suggesting the need for additional development to achieve the desired level of efficiency 

and accuracy. 
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3. Addition: The application of ZMC in addition has been thoroughly tested and has yielded excellent results. 

A notable feature of ZMC in this context is its emphasis on the priority of numbers based on their size, 

which has proven to be an effective strategy in simplifying calculations and enhancing understanding. 

4. Subtraction: Subtraction tests using ZMC are still in progress and necessitate further development. The 

focus of ongoing research is to refine the subtraction method, particularly in dealing with details related to 

various numerical scenarios. The upcoming work aims to address these challenges, specifically targeting 

the handling of different numbers of digits and decimal points in both addition and subtraction. This next 

phase of research will seek to solidify the foundation laid by the addition tests and extend these principles 

to the subtraction process, aiming for a cohesive and efficient approach in both operations. 

Conclusion 

The Zargelin Mathematical Chain (ZMC) has demonstrated considerable potential in transforming 

arithmetic operations, particularly in multiplication, where it excels in digit manipulation and sequencing. 

Its effectiveness in educational and technological applications highlights its versatility and potential for 

broader integration. However, in the realms of division and subtraction, ZMC still requires refinement. The 

initial promising results in these areas are tempered by the need for further research to fully realize the 

method's capabilities. 

In contrast, ZMC's application in addition showcases its strength, especially in prioritizing numbers based 

on their size, which simplifies calculations and potentially reduces errors. This aspect is notably beneficial 

for educational purposes, aiding in a deeper comprehension of arithmetic concepts. The ongoing focus on 

enhancing the subtraction technique and addressing the complexities of various digit and decimal point 

configurations promises to refine ZMC further, aiming for a more comprehensive and efficient arithmetic 

system. 
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